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: Ban on Lebanese newspapers entering Palestine 
Registry | §39594/9594/88> Refers to Jerusalem telegram Noe1906 to 
Number | Colonial Office. 
TELEGRAM FROM _ Fears that decision to prohibit import of 

. Lebanese newspapers into Palestine will have 
Mr. Evans, Beirut adverse effect on situation. Suggests that before 
No. 748 decision is taken attempts should be made to induce 

Lebanese Government to moderate their tone, 

Dated 16410,47 Repeated to Jerusalem, Cairo, B.M.E.O. and 
Received Damascus. | 


in Registry 15.10.47. 
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Next Paper. 
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and Should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not: APG ; 
ws t, 
CABINET DISTRIBUTION 

BSIRUT TO FORBIGN OFFIC 
Mir. Evans. D. 7.08 pom. 13th October 1947. 
No. (4 ie Be es See geben Pe 
13th October 1947. Re 8.54 pom. 13th October 1947. ae en ee ee ee = 
Repeated to Jerusalem, Cairo, British :.iddle Kast Office, coe eee tee ee ee | | 7 
and Saving Damascus, nee! BE oo ee Pe ee x | 


oHORET, 


Jerusalem telegram No. 1906 to Secretary of State for 28 : Bp 0 Ps hea Boge SS 
the Colonies; ban on Lebanese newspapers entering Palestine. ug ee ee : _ “ 


I fear a decision to prohibit import of Lebanese news- / ee oe eee | | 
papers into ralestine might well revive doubts as to sincerity aoe eo Se ae 
of British policy and go far to undo the good work done by ; me ry 
the Colonial Secretary's statement. It seems likely that - at re ot ; 
4t will even increase violence of already inflammatory 
naterial and almost certainly give it an anti-British 
character. It is unfortunately true that tne Lebanese 
press has always been irresponsible but now at least it is 
not wholly anti-British. As seen from here therefore 


present would ap;ear to be an inoppertune moment for taking 


drastic action against Lebanese newspapers, In fact 
material they are now publishing is only in keeping with 
Arab League decisions which have already received widest 


publicity and which (¢rp.—undee,] bound te give ase te spec- 


ula ters of the wildest sort. Hii as 


CY 

2, I fully realise they (?¢rp. omtd] doing everything 
possible [grp. undec.] inflaming public epinion in Palestine. 
I submit hewever that befere a decisien is reached to ban 
Lebanese newspapers an attempt sheuld be made here through 
the Information Office and threugh agency ef Lebanese 
Gevernment te mnederate their tene. 
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Caire please pass to British :iddle wast Office as ny 
telegram Wo. 183. 
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CABINET DISTRIBUTION = 

Telegram No. 743 of 13th October from Beirut to 
Foreign Office, | 

Paragraph 1, penultimate and last lines should 
read: “and which seem bound to give rise to speculation 
of the wildest sert", 

COMMUNICATIONS DEPARTMENT, 
16th October, 1947 
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INWARD TELEGRAM 


@ T® #FHE SECRETARY Of STATE FOR THE COLONIES 


es Way 


. wee oe) ” , ~ ; 


ce eaantiataahdtiemtattte sida i e wae F ~ 74 


Free a 


Cypher (0. %.P, ) 


FROM PALESINE (Gen, Six A. Cunningham) 


D. Lith oe tober > LOU? « 
R. blth tt tt 21.35 bre, 


No.iS506 Seore t. 


Adéressed to 5. or Sao 
Repeated to caire Novia (please pase copy to — 
B.M.K.O, as wy telegram NooL71L). 
| Beirat, Wo. (21389) . 
Damascus, No. 1305, all seareii. 


. A number of Arab nowepepans published in Lebaron. 
yviea and Egypt and clrenlating in Palestine contained 
inflammatory meiterial whose circulation in this country 
at bnis time, in particular, is undagsirable. 

ee Subject toe your seging no objection, I propose 
fo authorises the Censor to prohibit their importation 
under Ragulation 88 of Defenca (Emergency) Reguiaslons. 

do The following is a list of publications: 

Ae Lebahese pally papers. 


Aleama 2 9 fdn~-D} LYVar tt bdew ( emoye ab ) ¢ Agn=Sharik, 
Al-Gaman, Belrut, Al~Hayat, AleNaher, Al-Youtm. 


Be Syrian papers. 
Alwayyam, Alef Ba, Ad-Barada, al-Kabaa, Al-Nasive 
Ge Beyptian dally papars. 


Al-Haspi, Sout Alelimmah, AieKatioh, AL Balagh. 
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D. EHeyptian weekly papers, 


Akhbar AleYoum, (= corrupt group) Al-Yubels ; 
Musamerath AleJaib, Rabitat, Ash-Shebo Al wera. 


he I pequest a yery cerly reply: 


= Corveantian being obtaingd. 
geese een nL IPCI CMON AP et 3 PED OE RELA NSEERE AE IE NE SC NEON ONE BRENDA ONE LA OEE AION ONO A 
 GQopy sent tor 

Foreign Office = Mr. Beith. 
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{947 7 | | pALESTINE =| 


Ce al 


Registry ) | Lon ed val: Kewsips Arf ME caer ef fol. Mi. 
Number \E er y/, Poy VS : 
TELEGRAM FROM Ly REC E v6 FECL ICA fo 7 re Va fre ye i, nt a i. 
Jf yy bowkt Hy Vp Le thot fs: Wye 7 bg iA A ep. Itt oe 
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Next Paver. 


Wt. 24777/717 17805 10/38 FOLD, 


Cypher/OTP 
FROM C..1RU TG FORSIGH UNSICE 


ioe ae De. 65 18th October, 1947 
VO e ed p.m oth Octeber 4, 
IGth October, 1947 Rk: 8.94 p.m. 16th October.10947 . 


TRE a. ‘ 2 a : } 
ieated to Jerusalem, Vanascus and Beirut = 
DPORTAUT E9677 


SID OFND YN 


Jerusalem telegram No. [grp.uniec. ke4 eo Geyeign 


Office: Ban ef Arab newspepers. 


| I can well believe continued circulation in 
Valestine of periodicals named may azgravate existing 
tension en. I fully appreciate the ressens why the High 
Commissioner wishes te ben them. But before a final 
weGision is taken I hepe thet consideration will be 
given to likely repercussiens ef such actien in Egypt. 


Ze Ueclaration of banning sf se many Lgyptian pepers 
is certain to be hotly resented by the ugyptien press 
as a whele regerdless of party in eee or the fact 
tht dailies mentioned are all en the eppesitien side, 
We must expect it to be cendemned as a Vielation ef — 
rreedem ef the press ani as evidence ti t Palestinian 
Gevernment is either betraying tata oe sympathies er 
aGting uader Jewish pressure, Such a develapment 

would be particularly unfortunate at a mement when we 
are trying en yeur instructions te persuade the Egyptians 
ef fairness ef our intentions about Palestine. 


3914490 080938 J178Nd 3HL 40 LHDIYAGOD 


NOG HOT 


Se he High Commissioner's telegroia dees net state 
prevavle uuratien ef the ban er the nature of inaterdal 

te which exceptien has been taken. lffect would net 

be s® bad if the ban was fer say ene week only and 
accemmanied by a warning that if papers csneermed centinue 
ce incite diserder they weuld receive mere severe 
treatment. It would alse help us te meet criticisn 

here if we ceuld state that subversive Jewish papers 

have alse recently been banned, I sheuld be grateful 

fer infermatien en this peint frem the High Ceimaissiener. 
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Last Paper. 
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eT ee Pete wy, 


(This telegram is of particular seerecy and shewld be | C’ 
retained by the autherised recipient and net passed en]. 


Cypher/OTP : 
CABINET DISTRIBUTION 


FROM DAMASCUS TO FOREIGN OFFICE 
Mr, Duadas. | 


Ne, 44/7. D. 6.22. DeMe ee 
94/7. 


15th Octeber 1927. Re 7.40. pom 15th a 


Repeated te Jerusalen, 


BE. E 9678 


Beirut, Saving. | 


Jerusalem telegram to Seeretary of State fer the 
Celenies 1906. 


Arguments centained in first paragraph of Beirut 
telegram Ne. 743 apply with equal foree to Syriaa press 


and public. | 


2. If it is nevertheless decided te impese a ban 
en any Syrian newspapers I venture te suggest that a 
teken ban ef up to three days would give us oa opportunity 
of drawing attention to the dangers of publishing material 
which may inflame public epinion in Palestine. In the _ 
last two or three days in fact there has been improvement 
in the tene of some Damascus newspspers. 
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3, Names contained in third paragraph (b) of 
Jerusalem telegram wnder reference include two Alef Ba and. Al 
Ayyom whose attitude towards Britain is considerably more 
moderete than ether Syrian papers such as Friday's Manar 


‘ 


and Barada whom we censider most inflammatory. 


N00 NO? 


$864588868 


PALESTINE 


ban On nc en lnong Jellal? 


Rect eeete 


Nueber le WY, rayfl bheot hb let | ft Lei P4 pry a) Ap oe 


FROM aA V/A iL; 
(IME Matheren| 777 9%" y 
No. tz TAG ene cide CA 6 hes oF ae ry Nth, 


Haisa bYyino pls LHA « ro MT ijes | Md L yl 
ey? 79 PIS Ly | (<s fo yt Kay wr; abptelon » ed 
Abel D ly hry yo Ke . 


Last Paper | (Minutes.) 
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Gaivo, Beirut and Damascus all deprecate 
the ban on certain Arsi publications which the 
iiien Commissioner has proposed, H.ki. Charcés 
d'affaires at Cairo and Damascus have surrested 
that a ban might be acceptable iv it were limited 
to a short period and used as a warning and 
Mr. Bowxer has added that it would help to meet 
criticism if subsersive Jewish papers could 
also be banned. 


(How disposed of) . alice Colonial vPtice are on our side in 

this matter and are very ready, I understand, to 

recuest the high Comnissioner to desist 
altogether from nis intention. whey had wanted 

a Wiltten reply from us last night, but, as it 
Was impossible to avrange this, wr. “Mathieson, 
Colonial Office. is sendins an interim telegram 
to the tiich Comuissioner askins him to hoid his 
hand pendins instructions. 
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#00 N07 


In the clpcunstances I tnink we should 
ask the Colonial Office to come down avainst any 
ban whatsoever since the compromise succestions 
wade - sre Tinely tO couplicace wane: issue. 


Dest E Lett es (Sarit toed. 


bg X Sak 


G. S. Beith) 
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r ALS 
Church House,. Cm 
Great Smith Street, < = 
London, De We lig -- 


My Referenca3.0° 2 EL ok | vevgbar 16, 1947. 
a | £ 9672 


I had our Distribution Section send you a copy 
of Palestine telegram No. 1906 Secret, about the 
proposal of the Palestine Government to authorize 
the Censor to prohibit the importation of a number of 
Arab newSpapers published in the Lebanon, Syria and 
Hgypt which at the moment are carrying material 
calculated to inflame communal passions in Palestine. 
We shall be glad to know urgently if you see any 
objection to such a step being taken. You will 
See that the telegram has been repeated to Cairo, 
Beirut and Damascus, who will no doubt be replying 
Separately and send a copy of their reply to you. 

I suggest, if you see no objection, that we telegraph 
to Palestine saying that subject to confirmation rrom 
the foreign Office posts concerned that no objection 

is seen, your would not oppose the action contemplated. 


Deere ae, 


(\ieaeC. Mathieson) 


Your Reference 
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J.G.5. BHITH, HSy. 
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y D. Lith octeber, 19k7. 
4 a} f 


INWARD TELEGRAM 
TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 


ary 


é Cypher (0.2. P.} 
PROM PALESTINE (Gen. dir A. Gunninghat) 


be 55 bees, 


eee 


RQ, 24 6% 


No.29C06 Secret. 


Addressed to 5. of So 
Repeated to Caire Noolah (pleasa puss sopy to 
B.M.E.O. a8 my talewrem Nowd7h;- 
' Beirut, No. (¢i5€9} | 
Damaseus, Wo. 2303, 411 secret. 


A& pomber of Arab néwepapers published in Lebaron. 
Sj7ria end Eeypt and ciraulating in Palesting contained 
ioflammetory metsrial whose circulation in this countsy 
at this tims. in particular, is woesirable. 
Ba Subject to your seging po ebjection, I crepose 
to authorisa the Censor to prohibit thelr importation 
under Regulation 68 of Nefence (Emergency) Reguiesions. 


3. The following is a list of oublications:. 
A. Lebahese paily papers. 


Ai-QGeman. Beirut, Al-Hayat, Al-Naher, Ai-Youme 


Sypian pepsrs. 


dlmayyem, Alef Ba, Al-Bersda, al-Kabas, Ai~Nagzts 


Reyptien daily papers. | 
Al-Masri, Sout Al~Unmneh, Sin-Katiak, AL fa Laglhse 
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N00 NOT 


ANN, 


D. Egyptian weekly papers. 


group) Al-yusef, 


#-youm, (# corrupt 
Akhbar MeYoums ts Ash-Shabeb Al wefdi. 


Wugamarat Alewaib, Rabitat, 


i. I rpaqueet a very carly reply. 


= Correction bsing obtained. 
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Registry 
No.E 9679/959h/ 31 


Top Secret. 
Secret. 
Confidential. 


Restricted. 22. October, 1947. 
Open. : 


FORLIGN OFFICH, S.W.1. 


¥ 
Droft. IMMEDIATE 
Ree ve bt. : 


Mr.; Matheson, A 
Colonial Office. Thank you for your letter of 16th 
October about the proposal of the Palestine 


_ from 
uae, Government to euuhonae censon to prohibit 


Mir, Beith 
: the importation of a number of Arab news- 
papers published in tne Lebanon, Syria 
and igypt. 
The Jerusalem telegram does not give 


a clear indication of how harmful safe the 


AnWxk 
ad aa Palestine of the circulation 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


of these newspapers. You will, however, 
now have seen the observations of our 
representatives in Cairo, Beirut and 
Damascus on this proposal (telegrams Nos. 
2027 from Cairo, 743 from Beirut and 


47 fiom Damascus) who are agreed that 


391440 G90938 JITaNd 3HL 40 LHDIYAdOD 


the repercussions which would be likely 


to result in neighbouring Arab countries 
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from such a ban would be very unfortunate. 
We .hope,therefore, that you will feel 

able to instruct the Palestine Government 

not pursue. this proposahk, unless they 

Chr Shaw 

eensider that the circulation of these 7 

newspapers in Palestine is ++kely+e have & 

really serious consequences, which mr io 

outweigh. the considerations advanced by 

Cairo, Beirut and Damascus. And in tnat 

case, we would fully endorse the suggestion 


from Cairo that the ban should be made 


impartial by excluding at the same time 


a/ 


axse 3148 Wt, 26469/187 100m 9/46 (51) F.&S. 


a number of Jewish newspapers, (even. though 
this would be likely to provoke protests 
from America) and the suggestion from 

| Uns 


Damascus th 


a few days.a 


IN THIS MARGIN. 
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Cs G679/9594/ 32 | POR SEAT OPTIOGR » 
of 
LEO LAT ae ee 


Vetoner, 1917. 


Dees alte Son, 


Thancs you for your leties of Loth Cctober 
about the prosesal of the Valvatine Covurnagnt to 
authorise the connor to prohibit the import tion of 
a number of wrab newepG,ers published in the Lebanon, 


syria anc ogypt.e 


The verusalem telecr.un does not give a eleer 
indication of how harmful the effects are in } ulestine 
of the cireulction of these navopspera. You will, 
however, now have seen the observetions cf our 
repreasent’tives in valiro, jieirat and Pamaseus on this 
propose] (telegrams Tos, 2027 fron Cairo, 743 fron 
Beirut anc Qh7 from camsscus, gho sre a, reed thot the 
rPepercusSsiore which would be likely to result i: 
neighbouring .rab countries from such a ban would be 
very unfortunate. 


“u hope, therefore, that you will fuel able to 
instruct the bfalestine Government not to pursue this 
proposal, unless they can show that the circulation of 
these newspai.,ers in Falestine is having really scrious 
consequences, which outweigh the consicer:tions 
advanced by Julro, oirut and lamascus. nd in that 
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volonial GPLice, 
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NOO NOT 


ease, we would fully en sorse the suggestion from 
Gadro that the ban should be made impartial by 
excluding at the same time 4 number of Jewish 
newspapers, (even though thia would be likely to 
preveke protests from America) and the sugseetion 
from Damascus that there should only be 4 tosen 
ban of a few days. 


i pspeat, however, thot we vory much hope 
that the ban will not be impose, ani we shouid 
very much lixy to be consulted awain if the igh 
Commissioner veturns to the charge with Preshn 
APY FUNENCH. 


( Sed ) Jotur Reel 


(JeGeve Jeith. ) 


xy 
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PO PALESTINE (Gens Sir Ae Cunningham) 
sent 16th October, 1947, 14,30 hrs. 


De 


IMPORTANT 


No. 2524 seecres, 


a 
ae 


Cemane Wea 


Your telegram Ne. 1906, 
Censorship of Arad Paperse 


In view or replies, repented to you, 
pon Hetis PSPresentatives in Arab states 
sencerned which ere being urgently considered 

ere, grateful if you would meantime take no 
action t6 exclude Arab press from ralestine. 
wWiil telegraph further shortly, 
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TELEGRAM 


got 2 THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES " 
2° DI 


Oypher (0.T. Pa.) 


PROM PALESTINE (Gen. Sir Ao Cunninghen) 


D. 20th October, 191.7. 
Re 20 th aa ft LG, OO APSe 


LAPORTANT 
Hs ADH Hes eG E, > 


to the S. of 5. 
ed to Cairo No. 150 (please pane copy to 
B. We sq On jo 
Beirut, NQo5 Ld 6 
* Damascus, No, 1uuGe 


Your telegram No, 251k. 
Censorship of Arab pepers. 


i an quite ready to give Pui opportunity for 
pepresentatioms to be ‘made in Caire, Damcseus an@ Beirut 
With @ View «Oo persuading the newspapere in cuestion to 
moderate their fone and should be preteful if present 
OpporLualty might be taken witheut delay. az you are 
RWar: AL 1s nogesseary a apply press censorship in 
valestine but effect of this is impaired by importation 
or newspaper ‘es Containing the censoxved inflammatory 
material. with reference to paragraph 2 of Cairo a ie gram 
NQ. 4027 eonsershtn applies equally to dew und Areh pres 
anc vewish’ newapapers are prohiidted every day Fran 
publishing ina toda ot this character, 


Leenineamenen te - 
eee nee Vin Renney moe 8 Fav. UTORRENT ge 


Copy sent to: 


rerejan Office 7. MP. JeGo¥o Beith, 
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Sir R, Campbell 0D.8,44 a.m. 24th October, 1947, 


Ne.116 4 
gath Octeber, 1947%+10+46 a.m. 24th October, 1947, 


Repeated to Fereign Office 
Beirut 


IMPORTANT 
CONFIDENTIAL 
Censorship ef Arab pa 


I am grateful for yourk-fe 
prepesed that Embassy Publicity Section should 
warn papers concerned threugh the press Svndicate 
but we shali first need more details of etfending 
material, Please telegraph them urgently with 
any suggesticns for ferm ef warning, It will 
prebably have best chance ef Success in ferm of 
message frem the Palestine Geverment, 


~iauasafay 


(Cepy sent te Niddle fast Secretariat] 
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(Minutes.) 


a fh toll arr Fp 


Please see the attached copy of Colonial Office 
telegram No. 2572 to Palestine,which was sent as a 
result of our letter to the Colonial Office on 
E 9679/9594/31. This telegram assumes that the High 
Commissioner no longer considers it necessary to im- 
pose the censorship suggested and asks him to report 
if he should have to reconsider doing so. 
therefore appears to be held. 


Meanwhile H.M. Chargé d'Affaires at Beirut asks 
whether he is authorised to approach the Lebanese 
Government officially with a request that they moder- 
ate the tone of their press. I suggest that we can 
certainly authorise Mr. Evans to take this action, 
and submit S drafts WW Mm «kh we A DAL a2 en4 


2 ST 3enS 


(J.G.S. Beith) 
30th October, 1947. 


Blt fide 1 2093 Yi 


24772/717 17895 10/38 FOP. 


The position} 
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COPYRIGHT OF THE PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE, LONDON 


Reference:- F O 
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[This telegram is of particular / 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on]. 


nae | 


Cypher /ot’ C.BINS? DISTAIBUTION. ieee 
PROM BITRUT TO “ORVIGN OFFICE. 


ulT¢ ivans D. 12.45 Be llle 25th October 1947 


No. 777 Re 2.44 pele 25th October 1947. 


25th October 1947. 

Repeated to Jerusale:, 
Caixa, 
Bide. Calros 
Jsmascus vaving. 


( . ‘ . 


Jerugale.: telegran No. 1959. 
Censorship of Arab papers. 


I have already spoken unofficially to Lebanese 
Prine ilinister regarding sensational and inflamatary 
material which has appeared in Lebanese press and 
have pointed out that this could only do harm to 
all concerned. He agreed and said that he had already 
urged the oress to mederate its tone and would continue 
to do so. Information Officer has taken similar action 
orivately with journalists. I believe that this has had 
sone effect and that on the whele the Lebanese press is 
now less sensatienal. The Lebanese vrine -linister himself 
issued a statement (published in Sgyptian newspaper Ahram 
en October 19th) which included the fellewing passage 
"Arab States naturally have ne fear fer 4rabs of Palestine 
as leng as the British are there because they, the British, 
are responsible for security and peace there. The decision 
ef the Arab League to rescue Arabs in Palestine weans that 
Arab armies will eccupy pesitions at present held by 
British once they have evacuated in erder te prevent Jews 


from taking over". 


Be If I am autherised to appreach Lebanese Governient 
officially I think they will make further efferts te 
moderate the tene ef the press. 


Caire please pass te Bild.O. as my telegram No. 207. 
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Cypher (0.7.P.) 


O PALEST A, Gunninghem) 


FROM 5S, OF 


eT AEE 


Sent 2th october, 1947. 


COLONIES. 


AA! 


PON PHOT 


THPORT 
oO, 25 Secret, : 


Adéressed to High Commissioner Palestine, 
Repeated to H,M, Ambassader Caire (please pass 
to BM.E.O, ). | 


" to HM, Minister Beirut. 
i te H.M. Minister Demascus, 


Your telegram Ne. 1959, 


Censorship ef Arab Papers. 


¢ 


Tt am glad te nete that you have felt able te 
give an opportunity Ter HLM, representatives concarned 
to make approaches te the Arab Press. 


me rhe extreme outburst of the past two weeks May 


have been caused in part by the warlike resolutions passed 
by the Arab Leegue and the subsequent movement of Arab , 
troaps, and, as the initial excitement dies dewn, Arab pross 


conment may become less inflommatary. 


3, I, however, there is ne improvement and yuu feel 
I should 


1% necessary to recensider imposing censorsnip, tL 
be grateful if you would keep me infermed in view of the 
interest felt here concerning the ypepercussions in the A 
world, i sincerely hepe hewever that it will not preve 
necessary to impose the ban, unless you sre convinced that 
the circulation of these newspapers in Palestine is haying 
reslly serious consequences which outweigh the considerations 


advancee by Cairo, Beirut and pemascus. 


ould be grateful fer your Views 
should be made impartial 
by excluding e number sof Jewish nevspapers at the same time 
(notwithstanding possible American protests) and the 
Damascus proposal that th sbould opliy be @ toxen ba af 


a few days. 


In that event, I sh 
on the Cairo suggestion thet the ban 


oi 2 ie 
B288 


{copies sent te Foreign office for trensmis 
to posts ether than Jerusalem). 


wera | Ty deh 
e fb 
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on} 


E 9990/594/31 ca 
CONFIDENTIAL : 


Cypher /OTP CABINET DISTRIBUTION 


FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO BEIRUT 
Noe 677 De 10.40 aeme 2nd November, 1947 
lst Novenber, 1947 
Repeated to Cairo No. Oko, 


Damascus No. § 
Jerusalem _ 


Your telegram No. 77 [October 25th: Arab press]. 
I agree that you should take the matter up 
officially with the Lebanese Government. 
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You are authorised to act likewise, 4 
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Repeated tox, 


HOO NOT 


THING 


- matmaneerenmninecnin gems gett ma Skee vent fir 


RECEIVED IN 6.8, 


SLT TQ DEPT, 


Seana menednen ad eae 


‘FROM FORSIGN OFFICE 10 DAMASSUS No. 580 
Ree nsatne mevscemmm aatateaneee one ase, 
CAIRO No. 2062 
lst November, 1947 De 10055 aeme 2nd November, 1947 


Repeated to: Beirut No. 678, 
Jerusalem, | 


My telegram No. 677 to Beirut [of November Ist: 
Arab press]. | ; | 


You are authorised to act likewise, if you think 


it would have a useful effect. 
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TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 


~ 
Ra TENSE IE EHO OR RT ONT, Hee 


Cypher (0.T.P.) reece tran in 4 


FROM PALESTINE (Gene Sir A. Cunningham) 


D. 7th November 1987. 


Re. 7th L3- 


No. 2093 Confidential. 


Addreased to Charge G'AfrLaircs 
Belruts No. 1L52l.. 
Repeated tas. of &. 
‘ Cairo, Wo. 136. 
" Damagens ,No.1526 


Foreign Office telesrvam to you 
No. 677. 


irab Press. | 


Al Shark of 6th November contains 
more material whose circulation In Palestine 
ig moat undcairable, €-k« page one, columm Pour, 
article headed “War in Palestine is unsrYoidapie 
and the Araba and Jews prepare themselres for « 
battle for life in a decisive slaughter” sie. 
that on page five, columns one and two heaced. 
"Collecting arms and volunteere; Hej Amin U1 
Husseini and Qawagji.speak om imminent Arak 
revolt", 
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cypher (0.T.P, ) a | “9990. ed i. a | 


FROM PALSSTINZ (Gen. Sir A. Cunninghan ) 


DB. Lith eee TON7- 
R. llth 20.30 his. 


ER aR R ARBEIT RIE DTA DP 


No, 2127 Confidential. 


Addressed to Beirut, No. 15358. 


Repeated to S. of 3. 
Cairo, No. 138. 
tt _ Damascus, No. 1539. 


My telegram No. 1524. 
Arab Press. 


| Al Sharx of 9th November has a 
completely unfounded story in columns 5 and 6 
eof page 1 headed "40 killed in the town of Haifa". 
Unless this paper moderates its tone, I regret f 
shall have no alternative to excluding it from) 
Palestine. 


Copy sent tor- 
Foreign Uffice  - ~ Mr. Beith. 
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INWARD TELEGRAM p 


TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 


Cypher (0.'T.P.)} 


FROM PALESTING (Gen. Sir A. Cumutaghan) 


nD, 30th October. 1947. 
ev 


R> 40th be 2hee@0 hres. 


AUP ORTART aa 1 cy a 
oe j 


Wo. 20243 Gonfidentiel. 
j 


Adéreased to Cairo, No, Yet. 

Repeated tos. of &. ee NOV 
Beirut, No. iL. 
: Damascus, No. 24.956 


d 


Your telegran No. 116. -- 
Censorship of Arab NOWSPAPers « 


Journals concerned are those manecad in my | 
telegram addressed to S. of 8. No. 1906, ropeated to 
you No. 12h, Damasengs No. 1388, Beirut,No. 1389. 
OfTending material ceeurs both in editorials and in 
what purport to be items of news. It takes the 
form orf extreme antdi-Britist comment, wiidly 
ereproreated reports of troop movements on borcern 
of Puiestine, predictions that a Holy War will orenk 
out in Palestine at an early date, rumours Of mone 
enlistments in forees formed Lor defence oF 0.25: 
Palestine, ete. A typical exemple is the @fboaie 
im Akboeo @] Yom of Lith October, vage G, Column 3, 
headed “Wax of Annihilation", in whieh Aszam Pache 
is reported as gaying “it will be a war or | 
anninilation, & textible carnage", and *k tanieve 
wae nember of volunteers from outaide Palestine wihi 
axcesa the population of Palestine harset i". and “that 
battle will be distinguished oy three importans 
Veaturess~ 
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rdent faith, as every fighter ie convinced - 
for Palestine means the ghortesh wes 


enpaiea chance Por looting 


Wadd be able to step 
BOK aid parts of % 
as mriyrs OF Palesting, UHeceus< they ie Bee 
consider th AP Fight as a baltic on which errs soy 
jos’lemn-anw Arab in the world are fixed." 

Qscher instances of publication - 
natoriall te: tne igyptian Pres 259 could =e cee 
aArtTeles appe’r in the Peees ef other Ars’s POMBE LCG | 
for inatence, threc oxanip des von Le ben saer peas 


heaglinge, “eth ¢ 


"Opening of Beernd ting 


Revs 


in ‘She Lepanon. Youth battali ey 
of Palestine.” 


"AG GAAP , 

Tome rrow golrike and thareaPter war. 

"If there is 2a strike tomorrow it wikld te i? 
the day artes tomouraw by uprisings and ge, 


(Howes SVG ‘tober wag geclared "pail. : : 
obsorved in Palestine and eisewhere br « torn Le ine 
etr.ke, } 


"AL Widai", 28th Geteber, 


hh Rae a ie 


“Onur correspondent interwiewed a Loading « 
military Pagure wha became famous ee Jeo ap. 
geetined to play an important role in resene ab Pa. 
/ # } Volunteering for reseu oa Ras Paleatine ia a ver 
bue: ness, tne Arab hs 16 Opn bhusigetie, BWoiq cor oug 
Yecling makes me beliay tat SHI yOO0O volumtesie oem | 


mobi ised, Av predon . 'A Byres LO,000 del 
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INWARD TELEGRAM 


TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 


pt Ps 


oluniesrs in kgypt, woo can be put into Schon 2m ein 4c 
mm . 


3. 

ze -\ Palestine camot atteck as long as Britain in 
wnies 3 the au eee feclare war on Hritain. Some Arabs fant 
SPoOUP? BUG B DC eulbility, others say boycott if ,aawnt 


effec rive", 


j MV 4 3 Lote fonference met in Baghdad 
“of palestine. Pamous ope: 


im sugges s toat warning vou propose tO saya Bod. 
foLiowlnes Lines, Begins. 


The Palestine Government has noted with coneern. 
inflammatory character of comment on eoagiinons GUAR TS 


ao ib) 


appesving in certain organs of the Press publigoea 7) 
ncighhouring Countries . At @ time when the future ar 


ae 3, 


Palestine is under consideration by the United Saticns — 
Assenoly, there is reason ta expect such comments should o2 


ef an objective nature, ‘Tn apy event, Paiestine Government 
eel EWI rolerat © cirpewlation im polLestine or Seago rte 


containing matter calculated to sux dlasension und te ~ 
incite sections of the population to Wie tence y Spec latiy 


a8 BUsh. matter Le figidly exelluded from all bre enches OF as 
local Press, whether published jin English, Arebie or febro-v. 


LN OOD 
Tt ois hoped, thevefore, that newapapers someermed wal 
ee aa madera te tone of theirs refrerenves i: Polsatine | 
ee fall: iG WLUL be necessary for the ParLenvane 


‘alee ale te 2 a ye vb Da “na 


Gover mene So OEONLELE 4 alapoL tet igen and cirewule gion on cucs 
papers in Palestine. (7 Ende omitted. } | 


wu 
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INWARD TELEGRAM / / 
TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COL N | 
AMENDED COPY (corrections # underlined on 3rd page.) 
Cypher (O.T.P.) 


FROM PALESTINE (Gen. Siv.A. Cunningham) 


WE ELD LIEGE BIR NDP AOPEUEPEN IRE SII 


RP. 30th Oetober, 1017. 
Re. 350th " " 2leecO nre. 


ere Wt TE EP emA Rees ew 


 - YMPoRTA nT 


“Ho. 2023 Confidential. 


Addressed to Cairo, No. Lab. 
Repeated to 8S. of &. | 
= Beirut, Wo. 1498, 
* Damascus, No. 1Lgs. 


Your telegram No. 116. 


Censorship of Arah Newspapers. 

: gournals concerned are those named in my . 
telegram addrcased to S. of 8. No. 1906, ropeated to 
you No. 12h, Damaseus No. 1386, Beirut,No. 1389. 
Offending material occurs both in editorials and in 
what purport to be items of nowe, It takes the 

form of extreme anti-British comment, wilaly " 
(exngeérated reports of troop movements on borders 

of Palestine, predictionsthat a Holy War will break 
gut in Palestine at an carly date, rumoure of masa 
enlistments in forces formed for defence of Arab 
Palestina, etc. A typical example is the articie 

in Aihtar ¢1 Yom of Lith cctobes, page 9, colum 3, 
hended “War of Annihilation", in which Azzam Pasha 

is reported as saying “it will ba a war of | 
annihilation, a terrible carnage", and "I believe 

the number of volunteers from outeide Palestine will 
exceed the population of Palestine herself", and "this 
battle will be distinguished dy theese important | 


ot q A pare 
features. 
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{i} ardent faith, as evory fighter is convinced that 
his fight for Palestine means the shortest way to paradise, 


(ii) a aplendid chance for looting, 


(i11) nobody will be able to stop these enthusiastic 
volunteers, who come from a11 parts of the world, Prom 
revenging Arab martyrs of Palestine, because they will 
consider their fight asp a battle on which the e¢yes of every 
Moslem and Arab in the world are fixed." 


Other instances of publication of inflamaatory 
material in the Egyptian Press could be quoted. Similar 
articles appear in the Press of other Arab countries; 
for instance, three examples from Lebanese Press are; 


"Al Widal” headline, &th October, 


"Opening of recruiting offices for volunteers 
in the Lebanon. Youth battalions preparing for invasion 
of Palestine." 


KAT Shark", 2nd October. 
“Tomorrow strike and thereafter war. 


"7? there is a strike tomorrow it will be followed 
the day a®ter tomorrow by uprisings and wart, 


(Note: 3rd October wag declared "Palestine day" and 
etre.) in Palestine and eleewhere by a coinciding Arab 
strike, 


" "AL Widal", 28th October. 
“Onr correspondent interviewed 4 leading Arab 


military figure who became famous. during Jihad and is 
destined to play an important role in rescue of Palestine 


( # ) Volunteering for rescue of Palestine is a very serious 


business. the Arab Youth is enthusiastic, This strong 
feeling makes me Delieve that 500,000 volunteere can be 
mobilised. At present there are 10,000 well trained 


TOLUIDGBErS 
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ey 


volunteers in Egypt, who can be put into action in 2l, hours 
(x * ®) Palestine cannot attack as long as Britain is there 
unless the Arabs declare wer on Britain. Some Arabs 

f contemplate such a possibility, others say boycott is 

f more effective”. | 


“Military Conference met in Baghdad to design 
‘* plans for sharing occupation of Palestine / based on 
famous operation Blitaz-krieg." — 


rae T suggest that warning you propose to give should 
take the following lines. . Begins. 


The Palestine Government hag noted with concern 
inflammatory character of comment on Palestins question 
appearing in certain organs of the Press published in 
neighbouring Countries. At a time when the fature of 
Palestine is under consideration by the United Nations 
Assembly, there is reason to expect such coments should be 
of an objective nature, In any event, Palestine Governnens 
eamnot tolerato circulation in Palestine of newspapers 
containing matter calculated to sow diasengion and to 
incite sections cf the population to Violence, especially 
as such matter is rigidly excluded from all Oranches of the 
local Press, whether published in English, Arabic or Hebrew. 
it is hoped, therefore, that newspapers concerned WAI. 
noticerdly moderate tone of their references to Palestine 
affairs, failing which it wil be necessary Por the Palestine 
Government to prohibit importation and circulation of such 
papers in Paice tine. Wie, 

ore Ho Sewish sewapapers are excluded, but some J ewieh 
publication such as Bergson group of papers are panned and 
any Jewish nevepaper containing passeges simijar to those 
Quoted would be excluded. 
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Damascus 3. 
Beirut 


Your telegram No, 13% peragraph 2, 


- Herning in terms suggested hes been conveyed to 
Egyption newspaper editors. .I do not consider thet effect 
of wertiing weuld in «ny wey be snhanced by officiel 
approach te Xgyptien Government which I was suthorised 
to make et my discretion in Foreign Office telegram 
‘No. 56C to Damascus, | | 
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Cypher/OrP, DEPARTMENTAL NO, 1. 


FROM DAMASCUS TC FOREIGN OFFICE, 


Mr. Dundas. 
No, 491, D. 12.50 p.m. Sth November 1947, 


4th November 1947, R, 3.20 p.m, 5th November 1947, 
Repeated to; Beirut, - ) | 
Jerusalem 
BEBO, Cairo. . 

My telegram No.425[sic], 

Censorship of Arab papers. 

I have now spoken to Syrian Prime Minister 
on the same lines, He took the. point well and 
appeared to agree,. | 

[Copy sent to Middle Bast Secretariat. ] 
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be, 
retained by the authorised reeipient ‘and not passed oh]. 
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Mr, Evans, 
No. 803, D. 1.28 pm. /th ay 


7th November 1947, Re 2.20. poem /th wag 


Repeated to Jerusalen, . 
. Cairn, 
Damascus, saving. 


CONFIDENTIAL | 
Your telegram No. 677. i | 2 
Censorship of Arabic newspapers, 


I have spoken to Lebanese Prime Minister on the 
lines of paragraph 2 of Jerusalem telegram No. 134 to 
Cairo (repeated to Colonial Office 2,023), He agreed 
snd said that he would make a further effort to moderate 
the tone of the Lebanese press, As regerds Nidal 
(psragraph 1 of Jerusalem telegram).he said he would 
"wash the editor's head" and in my presence gave orders 

for him to be summoned to his office. 
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2. I have also spoken in similar terms to the 
Lebanese President who was also reeeptive. 
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FROM BEIRUI TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


iir Evans D. 6. 19 ppm. 15th November, 1947. 


No. 826 
T5th-November, 1947. R. 7. 22 p.m. 15th November, 1947. 


Repeated to Jerusalem 
Cairo 
Damascus Saving 


CONFIDENTIAL — a A 


e 2 Gp Pet i 
Jerusalem telegram No. 1538 (repeated to Colonial 
Office 2127). 


| Censorship of Arab Press. Al Shark issued a dementi 
on 14th November, 


2, Beirut editors have been warned both by Lebanese and by 
the Information Officer of this Legation and there | 
has been a considerable improvement in the general tone 

of the press as a whole, though individual newspapers continue 
to offend at intervals. 
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3. I appreciate that if further inflammatory material is 
published the High Commissioner of Palestine will have 

no alternative to excluding the offending paper but I 
hope that in the first instance only a token ban of a few 
days will be imposed. 


222 


